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Ibid, p 80

loid, p. 80

Violations flagrantes des droits et violences a I'égard des femmes au Maghreb ,op.cit. p. 82

Leila Hessini, Face a I'inconcevable, une logique de vie : voix des femmes algériennes, conseil de la
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\Women Voices of Reason to

Counter

Violent Ext}é’mixs/,rm in Tunisie

to be aware of technology and how it has changed the way information is
reaching young people. Utilizing technology, especially social media, is an
important way to reach young people with credible messages that serve as
an antidote to the dangerous messages of extremists.

The stories of former members can be an extremely powerful tool of
prevention. Nothing has more credibility to someone who is considering
getting involved in a group than the story of someone who took that path
and now warmns against it.

The Stories Campaign is one program being built to wam against extremism.
Here interviews of formers are presented on a YouTube channel. This kind of
work can be expanded upon to be more powerful globally.

Another opportunity to counter extremism is in offering programs to provide
support and services for those who want to leave extremist groups. Leaving
an extremist group can be very difficult. Many who realize they have made
a mistake in joining an extremist group are afraid to leave. Counseling,
mentoring and support to help those who wish to exit extremism is greatly
needed. Programs are being built to address this need. More work needs
to be done in this area. Mental health professionals often lack the specific
training to address the psychological situation of someone leaving extremist
mentality. As these exit programs are developed they must be marketed
effectively. Those who wish to leave must feel safe in reaching out to those
who are willing to help them.

In conclusion, as programs are developed to address solutions for violent
extremism we must start with empathy. Empathy for those at every stage
of the extremist continuum must be infused into our thoughts to achieve
permanent solutions. We must empathize with those who are vulnerable to
being recruited and indoctrinated into extremism and offer viable tools and
alternatives to them. We must empathize with those who want to exit and
do not know how to safely leave and rebuild their lives. Lastly, we must even
empathize with those trapped in circular thinking. Although we can never
overlook the fact that they may be dangerous and difficult to reason with,
we must remember that their path began with their vulnerability being taken
advantage of by mental manipulation.
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Extremist groups often utilize religious concepts to promote their agenda.
They market their organization as having the solution to the social concerns
youth struggle with. They take advantage of youth who feel they don't fit in
by offering community. The take advantage of low self-esteem by making
them feel special, even chosen by God.

This same type of psychological manipulation, which takes place with violent
extremist groups today, was present in Hitler Youth and was present in the
group | was part of, even though the doctrines were very different.

A group whose goal is the total dedication of its membership must control
the decision-making processes of the individuals in the group. This can
be referred to as creating circular logic. An example is the argument many
groups make that God is working through their leader. If you question the
leader, you are questioning God. Your doubts about the leader prove you
are betraying God because God is working through the leader.

Once it is established that there is a battle of good and evil going on in
the world all logical thinking about complexity is gone. There is only the
righteous “us” and the evil “them”. All other views of the world bounce off
the mind that is trapped by this circular thinking.

It is difficult to control social conditions that cause angst in youth. There will
always be charismatic leaders trying to take advantage of youth to feed their
addiction to power and money. They depend on the vulnerability of youth.
Their power depends on their ability to recruit and control these vulnerable
young people.

Convincing someone who is under the influence of an extremist doctrine to
leave is very difficult, as | learned from my deprogramming days. However,
there are two opportunities in which we can be effective in countering violent
extremism. The first one is prevention. For this we need more than one tool,
we need a toolbox.

Open dialogues with youth is an excellent tool, and can be implemented
in schools and other places where youth gather. This type of forum allows
a way to gain better understand as to what young people’s concemns are
and 1o try to address those concemns. Another is technology. We need
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a process used during the 1970’s and early 1980's to free young people
from religious cults. There were many religious cults springing up during
those years and deprogramming was one way some families attempted to
free their loved ones from the clutches of those groups.

The process involved providing evidence to the person in the group about
the fallacy of the doctrine being taught to them. Former members told their
stories of why they left and often referred to research on defining the concept
of thought reform and how it was used in totalitarian environments.  This
process took place for several days while the family members guarded the
doors, refusing to allow the person to leave until they had thoroughly examined
the situation they were in with the group. It was a form of intervention.

| was resistant at first to my deprogramnming, but in my case, it did work,
and | made the decision to leave the group. In fact, | eventually decided
to become a deprogrammer and help other families. During one of the
interventions | was involved in the young woman we were talking with was
able to leave through a window. She went to the police, claiming her family,
and we, had held her against her will. Itis illegal to hold an adult against their
willin the United States, even if it is a family member. | was arrested, together
with the others who were involved.

| was later released through a plea bargain and ended my involvement with
deprogramming. This process has since been done away with.

These experiences have been the source of my lifelong quest to understand
and to shed light on the intersection of vulnerability and mental manipulation.
Studies have shown that the prefrontal cortex, which handles reasoning,
grows during the pre-teen years. But it is pruned back during adolescence,
increasing impulsive, risk-taking behavior This is an important factor as we
try to understand why young people are among the most vulnerable to
extremist groups. When there is social unrest or when poverty or lack of
opportunity is available to young people they are even more vulnerable to
groups that offer comradery, a purpose in life and easy answers to life’s
difficult questions.
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Lasting Solutions for Violent Extremism

By Ms Diane Benscoter

To counter violent extremism effectively it is critical to understand the reasons
for increased extremism as well as the process used by extremists to recruit
and indoctrinate.

My introduction to extremism is a personal one. | joined a religious cult
when | was 17 years old. It has been a lifelong journey for me to answer
the question of how this happened to me and to work toward developing
programs to prevent others from taking this path.

| came to understand that recruitment and indoctrination into any form
of extremism requires two key elements. These are vulnerability and
manipulation.

My personal experience of vulnerability informs my understanding of how
young people around the world are being pulled into dangerous extremist
groups today. When | was 17 years old there was great social unrest in the
United States. Young men were being sent to a war which many people
were against, especially young people. There were protests on college
campuses throughout the country and the popular music reflected mistrust
in the government. | felt disillusioned and lacked hope for my future. This
motivated me to be part of the movement towards stopping the war and
building a better world.

I was raised in a Christian family and had been taught that one day Christ would
come back. When | met a group who claimed the Messiah had returmed, that
he had come back to build the kingdom of heaven on earth, | believed this was
God asking me to work for him. | quickly joined and dedicated myself to what
| believed was God's work. For five years | labored tirelessly for this man who
claimed to be God’'s messenger. | would have died for him.

My family was very upset. They looked for ways to get me to leave this
group. Eventually, after 5 years, they found some former members of the
group | was part of and hired them to deprogram me. Deprogralmming was
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To begin, you will need to conduct research to identify relevant push/pull factors
of radicalization. Push factors are the negative social, cultural and political
features of one’s societal environment that aid in “pushing” vulnerable individuals
towards violent extremism. An example of a push factor could include factors
like unemployment, or bullying or harassment that leads to social alienation. Pull
factors are the positive characteristics and benefits of an extremist organization
that “pull” vulnerable individuals to join. An example of a pull factor could include
financial incentives (e.g. cash hand outs) provided by extremists.

In addition to identifying the risk factors relevant to the specific region of
program implementation, implementers and evaluators also need to clearly
identify which demographics — or segment of the population you want your
programs to impact.

Some programs  target vulnerable individuals, whereas others focus on
influencers’ (e.g. religious instructors, educators, or business leaders) who have
access and influence over vulnerable populations. Other initiatives, for example
media-based programs, target the broader population in a volatile region.

The final aspect to consider is geography. Given finite or limited resources,
it is important to consider which region you want to focus your efforts.
Determining where to focus could depend on whether there is a region
where violent extremists have concentrated their recruitment, or whether
there is a region where social or political conflict has been exploited by
violent extremists, or whether there is a region where violent extremists have
a lot of influence or presence (e.g. control lover a number of landmarks or
important buildings like schools).

Once all of these factors have been considered, then a strategic planning
session with important public and private stakeholders can help determine
the scope of your program.

For further guidance, organizations can seek assistance and additional
training from WORDE (staff@worde.org).

f Reason to
mism in Tunisie

Counter
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Replicating WORDE’s Model

WORDE is currently training other organizations on adapting our model for
their jurisdiction. If you are interested in creating a similar approach in your
locality there are a few things you should consider.

First, you should determine if there is a credible threat of radicalization to
violent extremism in your region. This may require conducting a needs
assessment (discussed below). Next, you should consider whether you have
potential partners you can collaborate with. This may depend on whether
there is a robust civil society in place in the region you are working in. This
model also depends on having a network of organizations that have the
capacity to access and engage many different ethnic and faith communities.
Ideally, you should also have partners with experience in the fields of violence
prevention, crisis intervention, positive youth development, and social work.
Another point to consider is whether there a NGO that is willing to take
the lead in facilitating the multi-stakeholder engagement. This organization
should have the capacity to bring everyone together, and to keep everyone
focused on developing a unified approach to violence prevention.

Next its important to consider whether civil society has had a positive history
of engagement with the public sector. This is important because in violence
prevention efforts, stakeholders must have trust and open communication
with police and other public officials.

With those preliminary questions addressed, the next step is to conduct
a needs assessment in which you will identify the drivers of radicalization,
who your programs will impact, and in which regions you will develop
your initiative. This is important because a one-size-fits-all approach to
programming cannot be utilized. For example, what works in Karouine will
not work in the northern of Tunis.

We recommend that program designers should conduct a risk assessment
at the beginning of program design. Doing this prior to program development
will ensure that your programs are tailored to the needs of each local context.
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Leveraging Community Partnerships

This work was done through WORDE's International Cultural Center, which is
based in Montgomery County, MD — a very diverse region with a population
of over one million people. This is one of the fastest growing counties —
home to a number of ethnic and religious communities.

To facilitate the multi-stakeholder collaboration, we first needed to build social
cohesion among the diverse communities in Montgomery County, MD.
Interestingly, research suggests that if you're not careful, bringing disparate
communities together may actually reinforce the differences between
groups, which can further fuel misconceptions of “the other,” and increase
intergroup tension.

Therefore, certain requirements have to be followed in order to promote
long-lasting social harmony. For example, participants must believe they are
of an equal status, and brought together in a friendly environment to depend
on each other and work toward a common goal.

By following these and other principles of social integration theory, WORDE
was able to establish trust and communication between communities, which
enabled participants to address the difficult issues of preventing radicalization.

We have had two federally-funded evaluations of our programs that found
that they were effective in:

e Making people feel welcome, and that they were part of something

bigger than themselves.

e Making people feel useful, and helped them cultivate a sense of
purpose in their lives.

e Providing participants with a safe space where they felt accepted,
and free of peer pressure.

e Providing a place where participants could learm about cultures other
than their own and make friendships that are active beyond the event.

e Making people feel they were not lonely or afraid to talk to others.

23
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We started our work about four years ago in partnership with the Montgomery
County Police Department (MCPD), the Montgomery County Office of
Community Partnerships, and over 300 local organizations. At its core, we
sought to enhance community policing by increasing the citizen’s role in public
safety and empowering communities to intervene in the lives of vulnerable
individuals before they choose a path of violence. Although our model was
originally created to reduce the risk of radicalization to violent extremism, it can
be adapted for a broad spectrum of violence prevention efforts.

Adapting a Public Health Approach for Violence Prevention

Our model for building community resilience utilizes a public health
framework. At the primary or first level of prevention, public health models
seek to inform a broad cross-section of society about a health concern,
such as a communicable disease. In this phase, posters, seminars, online
trainings, and advertisements are developed to inform the broader public
about symptoms, how the disease can be contracted or spread, and
then what can be done to provide care to those who may be infected.
Adapting this approach, we engaged community stakeholders (e.g.
teachers, counsellors, civil society leaders, elected officials, and local law
enforcement) to inform them about radicalization to violent extremism. This
was done through workshops, seminars and town-hall forums on the issue.

At the secondary level, at-risk individuals, for example youth who have been
exposed to radical ideologies, are targeted in programing. This may include
“upstander trainings”, and peer helping training to connect vulnerable
individuals with counsellors, mentors and other professionals that can help
address the underlying factors that influence radicalization.

Finally, at the interventions level, professionals (e.g. counsellors, social
workers, mentors, psychologists, etc.) are engaged to provide wrap-
around care. These trained professionals develop unique plans to increase
each client's protective factors (conflict resolution, goal setting, anger
management, etc.) to mitigate risk factors of radicalization to violence.
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Good Practices and Lessons Learned
from WORDE’s Building Resilience

by Ms Mehreen Farooq - WORDE

June 2017

Thank you for the opportunity to speak with you here today. For those
of you who may be unfamiliar with our work, the World Organization for
Resource Development and Education (WORDE) is a non-profit educational
organization based just outside of Washington, D.C.

Our specialists use research-informed foundations for community building
and peacebuilding programs. In the US we have the distinction of developing
the first evidence based, community-led countering violent extremism (CVE)
program.

With over 1,000 open investigations of domestic terrorism cases and an
additional 1,000 individuals with links to ISIS,(” radicalization to violent
extremism has reached a critical level in the US. ()

As a result, we recognize that countering violent extremism — or efforts
designed to mitigate the underlying factors of why someone believes the
use of violence is necessary to achieve social, political or economic change
— will be more vital than ever.

1- Katie Bo Williams, “FBI has 1,000 Open Domestic Terror Investigations, Director,” The Hill, September 27,
2017, http://thehill.com/policy/national-security/352670-fbi-has-1000-open-domestic-terror-investigations-
director

2- Although non-Muslim extremists have carried out a larger number of terrorist plots, the attacks carried by
radical Islamists have been deadlier. See for example, Sarah Ruiz-Grossman, “Most of America’s Terrorists
are White, and Not Although Muslim, "non Huffington- Muslimextremists Post, Junehave 23, 2017 ,carried-
https://wwwoutalarger. huffingtonpostnumberofterrorist.com/entry/domesticplots, theattacks - terrorismcar-
riedby-whiteradical-Islamists have been deadlier. See for example, Sarah Ruiz-Grossman, “Most of America’s
Terrorists are White, and Not Muslim,” Huffington Post, June 23, 2017,
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/domestic-terrorism-white-supremacists-islamist-extremists_

us_b94c46e4e4b0da2c731a84df
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Good principles and practices:
Women and P/CVE Efforts

e A) CVE intervention should involve both women and men

e B) Women — especially Mothers- should be concretely empowered to
counter the threat of radicalization at an early stage (e.g. through capacity
building trainings)

e () Women and Women's Organizations should be encouraged to
participate in the policy debate at the local, national and international level

e D) General assessment on the impact of P/CVE programs on women
should be always conducted

e F)Provide a platform of grassroots women's organizations and associations
to connect women/ mothers who experienced violent extremism within
their families

e F) When developing a national P/CVE Strategy the gender dimension
should be always included

e () Developing studies to understand why women are joining extremist
groups

. /
EL AL

CVE

www.hedayahcenter.org

Twitter @Hedayah CVE
Instagram @hedayah CVE
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How to equip Mothers with
the necessary tools?

1. Specific  capacity  building
frainings  for mothers and
school teachers (e.g. The
Mothers School Model)

e Mothers School  Model
has been implemented
in_ Tajikistan.,  Zanzibar,
Indonesia, Kashmir, Pakistan

2. Creating networks or specific platforms for affected mothers (e.g. VWWomen
Without Borders' platform in Vienna, 2014)

Mothers School workshop in India
http://www.women-without-horders.or

Women and P/CVE National Strategies

TARGETED INTERYENTIONS

cunrage] Funding of o Lhiah sk, Ly jscla
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“Whom do Mothers trust?
Can Mothers Challenge Extremism”
A Women Without Borders study

e The mothers’ primary answer was
“other mothers” (94%)

e Fathers (91%)

e Teachers (79%)

e Community organizations (61%)

e  State organizations only 39%

e | ack of trust in the State
e Mothers trust themselves as
the most capable actor

18 “What do Mothers need?
Can Mothers Challenge Extremism”
A Women Without Borders study

e 86% : increased understanding
of the early signs of radicalization

e 84% training in self-confidence

e Connection with mothers
experiencing similar concemns

Need for broader expertise to counter radicalization and recognize early signs
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Women and P/CVE: “ Can Mothers Challenge
Extremism”A Women Without Borders study

The study examines mother's perception of VE and their roles in
preventing, countering and de-radicalizing. The study was conducted
in Pakistan, Palestine, Nigeria and Northern Ireland.

Conclusions of the study:

1. A) Mothers cite the immediate environment and the emotional and
interpersonal exposure of their children as the most important risk
factors or roots for violent extremism.

2. B)94 % of mothers place themselves and other mothers in a position
of high responsibility to deal with the challenges of radicalization in
the life of their sons

“What do Mothers fear?
Can Mothers Challenge Extremism”
A Women Without Borders study

Mothers who participated in
the study believe that violent
extremism is diffused through
four main media

A) Intemet (78%)

B) Radical Religious Leaders
(78%)

C) Political Organizations (78%)

D) Television (76%)

On _an average day, youth is
confronted with radicalism from
many different angles

17
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Preventing and Countering Violent
Extremism: The role of Women and
Women’s Organizations (2)

e (ender analysis in P/CVE

e multi-layered approach

e Empowerment of voiceless
women

e Basic understanding of the
local, national international
security institutions, including
law enforcement

e Engagement with the policy
makers at the national level and
with the UN at the international
level

Women and P/CVE: the crucial role of Mothers

e Mothers as key source of information on the current generation of
adolescents and young adults

e Mothers are the starting point of building resiliency within their children’s
early years

e Recent studies (Schlaffer Kropiunigg) reveal that mothers possess the
wilingness to prevent their children from getting involved in VE but often
lack confidence and skills to be effective in this role.

How to equip mothers with the necessary tools ?
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Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism: Women as
Agents of Radicalizations

Women as the new target for radical recruiters and active actors for
further recruitment:Da’esh case studies: women as part of the hisbah
(morality police)

Women'’s connectivity in extreme networks (Journal Science Advances,
2016) — regardless of the method of communication, women have
superior network connectivity to men.

Engaging in some forms former female recruiters in counter terrorist
strategies could play a relevant role- key-source of information

Al Muhajirdt @umm_muthanna? - Mar 1

Life in the Islamic State... :')

Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism: Women as
Agents of Radicalizations

h

L/ WwWw, .com/watch?v=r-AWGhukHJI

Women as agents of ‘resilience”
(e.g. mothers)
S.AV.E case study- Saliha Ben Al

15
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Gender Dimension in CVE:
some considerations

Women are traditionally seen as passive or coerced actors of terrorism
and violent extremism

Women are however the first ones to stand up against violent extremism
since they are the first target of fundamentalism which restricts their rights
Women —more than men- may be affected by violent extremism

Evidence suggests that:

Women can play a relevant role in addressing violent extremism (e.g.
Paiman Trust in Pakistan)

Female law enforcement officers are often better at building trust with the
community

Women are also the new target for radical recruiters and active actors in
recruitment efforts

Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism:
The role of Women and Women’s Organizations

(1)

Women's role in P/CVE activities is receiving increased attention
internationally (UNSCR 2178, 2195 , UNSCR 2122 and 2129)

However:

It is necessary to reinforce the correlation between gender inequalities and
the status of women in conflict “How, and to what extent, are gender roles
and gender inequality driving violent extremism?”

Most of policy debates and P/CVE programs do not take into account the
real condition of women on-the ground: empowerment is KEY

UNSCR 1325 on Women , Peace and Security (WPS) must not become
subordinate to the CT agenda

In order to ensure long-term, sustainable P/CVE results policy makers and
analysts need to connect their CVE/CT agenda to the broader WPS agenda
women are not passive actors: either agents of resilience/ agents of
radicalization
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CVE ACTIVITY ON THREE LEVELS
A process by which a person to an increasing extent accepts the use of

undemocratic or violent means, including terrorism, in an attempt to reach a
specific political/ideclogical objective (Danish Government, 2009)

Working with governments to encourage national approaches

Engaging with state actors (police, educators etc.) to promote activity and
behavior that ameliorates the threat

Building the capacity of local actors to deliver new interventions that make

individuals and communities less susceptible to violent extremism

PRINCIPLES

e Traditional security approach alone not enough

e Multidimensional

e Context specific

e | ocal, national and interational

e Individual

e Empowering non security, non government and local actors

e Dbuild resilience, identify and work on individuals at risk, address push
and pull factors

LOCAL UNDERSTANDING OF DRIVERS:

PUSH FACTORS PUSH & PULL FACTORS PULL FACTORS

13
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RADICALIZATION

A process by which a person to an increasing extent accepts the use of
undemocratic or violent means, including terrorism, in an attempt to reach a
specific political/ideclogical objective (Danish Government, 2009)

MOBILISATION VIOLENT EXTREMISM
Radical narrative Willingness to support
Ideology and/or take part in
Charismatic Leaders terrorist activities

GRIEVANCE

Death of family members
(Perceived) injustice

COUNTER-RADICALIZATION

Radicalization is a process that can be countered

Counter-Radicalization:

The process of interaction through which individuals come to reject the
legitimacy of violence as a means to achieve a specific political or ideological
objective
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Women'’s role on Gountering Violent Extremism (GVE)

Good principles and good practices

Ms Cristina Mattei Senior Program Associate - HEDAYAH

Countering Violent Extremism (CVE)

CVE is about reducing the terrorist threat through non-coercive, preventive,
multidisciplinary approaches that directly address its root causes.

Traditional Counterterrorism  Countering Violent Extremism (CVE)

COMMUNITY ATTITUDES TO VE

- Sympathetic/ Acquiescent

|:| Violent extremists

X= Circumstances that motivate individuals to
re-engage with violent extremism

Y= Circumstances that motivate individuals to
reject violent extremism

Mainstream society,
opposed to violence

Action * Deny opportunities for terrorist | « Address the structur-al conditions
activity that lead to terrorism

e Disrupt terrorist activities and | ¢ Initiative  activity to  prevent
arrest terrorist groups and engagement or re-engagement in

individuals terrorism
Actors Government and security agen- | Multidisciplinary and multi-dimensio-
cies nal (local authorities, CSO, commu-

nity leaders

Perception

1
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Recommendations

e Better interaction with local women’s and youth organizations to reach
grass roots.

e Understand the roles of women and youth in combating violent extremism.

e Promote gender equality for the important role of women in conflict
resolution and peace-building as set forth in UN Security Council
Resolution 1325.

e Empower women and young people to participate in public life.

e (QOrganizing courses and activities to enable the face of extreme scenarios.
Ideas of tolerance and acceptance of others and pluralism.

e Empowering women and youth in awareness-raising to monitor early
signs of extremism.

e Supporting cooperation between the components of civil society and
government institutions to identify common intervention objectives

e And work to influence the surrounding private and public.

e Sharing experiences and lessons learned on the participation of women
and youth in combating violent extremism.

e Authorities should pay for their services, such as social services

In addition to the papers presented during the first workshop, the publication
contains the experiences presented in the 2017 workshops.

Finally, we would like to thank the National Counterterrorism Committee, the
Embassy of the United States of America and all the parties that contributed to
the success of this work and the support of Voices of Wisdom for Women to
Combat Violent Extremism. We would also like to thank the associations that
accompanied the project and the team of experts who contributed their papers
Scientific and valuable experiences.

The CAWTAR Center is confident that this publication will be a reference that
may enable researchers, institutions and civil society organizations working
to prevent and respond to violent extremism to further understand this
phenomenon and to recognize the importance of integrating women as agents
of change to build peace in society. We also hope to draw on the conclusions
and recommendations of the workshop into concrete interventions from actors
and decision-makers to prevent and respond to violent extremism in Tunisia.

Soukeina Bouraoui
Executive Director
«CAWTAR»
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Conclusions and recommandations
Conclusions

e The concept of violent extremism is vague.

e The scarcity of studies and scientific research on extremism and
violent extremism that take into consideration the issues of gender and
extremism.

e Lack of monitoring and follow-up to document the crimes of violent
extremism.

e The absence of the contribution of the elite and civil society to the
counter extremist and violent ideas from the minds of young women
who were radicalized.

e The lack of coherence of studies which leads to a failure to form a
comprehensive view of the phenomenon of violent extremism

e Lackofjoint working bridges between parties concerned with extremism
to achieve more lasting and effective results.

e Absence of an alternative speech to defeat extremist thought.

e Shortening associations, especially women, to raise awareness and
ensure the victims of violent extremism.

e  Shortening associations to pay attention to women in prisons.

e Shortening ministries involved in combating extremism to involve
civil society in developing a strategic plan to counter extremism and
terrorism to intensify efforts at all levels.

e |ack of focus on participatory democracy, which gives the parties the
opportunity to develop strategies that respect the specificities of each
side.

e |ackof cultural and educational plans and programs as tools to combat
extremism and terrorism, such as information and theater clubs, etc.

e Focusing on the role of the media in all its components with regard to
issues related to terrorism and national security as it is the main source
of collective awareness of all citizens: training of media personnel,
especially radio and television program providers, to deal with issues
related to terrorism and national security.
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The project will highlight the role of women in countering violent extremism,
drawing increased Tunisian governmental attention to the importance of
including women'’s perspectives and civil society organizations, in its CVE
efforts. It will be also be a good opportunity to be more informed  about
the efforts of Government and specialized entities (National Commission to
Counter Terrorism, etc).

The project aims to:
1. Exchange of lessons and good practices on gender and combating
violent extremism.
2. Create a dialogue between key actors and civil society,
3. Advocacy of preventive programs to confront violent extremism

To achieve these goals, CAWTAR organized a series of workshops in which
national papers and experiences from many Arab and non-Arab countries
were presented to address violent extremism.

The first regional workshop was held on 20-21 December 2016, which was
attended by more than 80 participants and representatives of civil society
organizations from the entire territory of the Republic, government institutions
and intemational organizations. The objectives of the workshop were to
highlight the role of women and youth in preventing and combating violent
extremism, and present the available Mechanisms.

During this regional workshop, papers were presented on the phenomenon
of violent extremism and the role of women in tackling this phenomenon from
Tunisia and abroad. The workshop resulted in the following: 1. Establishing a
network of civil society organizations and a number of government institutions
«Together against violent extremism in Tunisia». And 2- a set of conclusions
and recommendations that underpinned the three workshops that took
place during 2017 and which were commended by the presentation of
experiences from different countries.
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Introduction

Tunisia has been Iiving in an escalating pattern of violence in all its forms
since 2011, The issue of countering violent extremism and terrorism has
become the main concern of Tunisian society. It was incumbent on all to
join together to fight this scourge on various political, economic, social and
security aspects. Violent extremism and terrorism are a constant threat to
the stability and security of all Tunisians.

The Center for Arab Women for Training and Research (CAWTAR) is
concemed with the issue of combating violent extremism as part of its
strategy to reduce the gender gap between women and men and to activate
the role of women as active citizens in the public and private spheres. In this
context, the Center seeks to shed light on this phenomenon, its obvious
and latent causes, its psychological and social effects, and to find possible
solutions and mechanisms to reduce them and thus develop a set of
recommandations that will be directed to decision-makers as partners.

To further explore these issues, CAWTAR worked with its partners in an
integrated project on the role of women in addressing violent extremism.

« The Voices of Wisdom for Women to Combat Violent Extremism » the
project highlights the role of women in combating violent extremism, urging
decision-makers 1o increase attention to the importance of incorporating a
gender perspective to address and respond to violent extremism so that
policy responses are more effective.

To address radicalization and de-radicalization processes—and hence to
make policy responses more effective great attention has to be paid to the
impact of gender on roles and relationships between men and women in
society. Gender approach is a critical entry point for engaging communities
in dealing with and preventing violent extremism.
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